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Fly Fishing Around Tahoe and Truckee

with Brian Slusser
A great many southern Californians are not awartb@fvonderful fishing
opportunities in the eastern-north “notch” in tleeder of our golden state.
There is the Truckee River, the Little Truckee Ri\&rosser Creek, Sage-
han Creek and the North Yuba River. In additiothtese lovely streams
there is terrific fishing on reservoirs such as &derosser and Stampede.
This entire area is easily accessible, lovelysmatural beauty and a perfect
place to fish for the beginning or advanced flyés
Our guide for the tour of these uncrowded and biedutaters is Brian
Slusser, who has been guiding fly fishers in tleador 15 years. He will
show us what the streams, rivers and reservoiislike, how to get to
them, what techniques to use and what is being tonmeake them even
better. This presentation is long overdue for dub cespecially since the
area is not that far away, is truly “pretty as etynie” and is perfect for any-
one with a fly rod.
Brian’s path to his current occupation is fascimgtiHere’s how he
tells it:
It's hard not to develop a passion for the outdabgeu spend some of your
childhood growing up in Alaska. | was born in Kakd, Washington but
spent the majority of my first 13 years in Aladkang in Seward, Nome,
and Valdez. My parents moved up to Alaska for \eatkmy father, an avid

(Continue on page 2)
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President’s Message

By Doug Jones

February’s calendar is filled with great opportunities to participate in fly fishing!

Events start with our General Membership meeting on Wednesday February 8 where Brian Slusser’s pres-
entation will be “Reno-Tahoe Fly Fishing”. The meeting will be in the Phoenix Club Pavilion behind the
Ballroom where we normally meet. February outings include the Huntington Beach Surf outing on Febru-
ary 11™ and San Gabriel West Fork Mentor's Outing on February 18"™. Additionally, the Club’s fly tying
classes that started in January continue in February. Also of note is the “Fly Fishing Weekend” on Febru-
ary 25" at Bass Pro Shop in Rancho Cucamonga where Club members will participate with the Southwest
Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers in fly tying and casting demonstrations, and seminars.

February is also a great month to solidify your fly fishing plans for 2012 including trips won at last Septem-
ber’s auction. | have been in contacted by several donors of trips, lodging and guided fishing days asking if
their donations were purchased and when they would be contacted by successful bidders. You should get
in touch with these lodges and guides as soon as possible as the scheduling will be “subject to availability”.
If you have any questions about trips or other items you won at the auction, please do not hesitate to con-
tact me.

Have a great February; | look forward to seeing you at the February 8" meeting to learn the secrets to suc-
cessful fishing in the Reno-Tahoe area.

(Continued from page 1 Brian Slusser)

outdoorsman and pilot, introduced me to hunting asliing during those years. Just about all of &ree time was
spent flying into remote areas to fish, hunt, @tjoave a look around. While in Nome, a coworkengfdad gave
me a wolf-mix puppy to raise, which might be wheteveloped my interest in dogs and long cold winte

My family left Alaska and relocated to Chelan, Wiagton where | finished secondary school. My dad bacon-
tinued hunting and fishing, pursuing upland birselaleer. We began to spend more time fly fishingmipleted
the Ski Area Management Program at Wenatchee V@lidege, then graduated with a BS in Business Admi
stration and Marketing from Central Washington Uity in Ellensburg. | put myself through colldgeworking

on a Hotshot crew fighting forest fires during sienmers throughout the western states and Alasithough

the money wagood, itseverely cut into my summer recreational pursuits.

Throughout college | also worked at Mission RidgeR&esort as a ski patroller and avalanche foreeasthis led
me to Alpine Meadows in Lake Tahoe, where | haee patrolling for the past 18 years. This is mylsseason
as Assistant Patrol Manager where one of my dusiés run our Avalanche Rescue Dog Program, whichve
been doingor the past fiveeasons. My dog, Shooter, and | are also on thegPl@ounty Sheriffs Avalanche
Rescue Dog Team. And, yes, | do shoot a Howitzavedanche control.

Not long after moving to California, | stopped figiy fires in the summer and started focusing griighing
again. After a few years of exploring the waterghefeastern Sierra, | launched Four Seasons F#iRg in
1997. Based in Truckee, | guide the rivers, lakes,streams of the north Tahoe area. In 2000 | expamdigd
range of guiding to include steelhead fly fishirngg on the Rogue River in southern Oregon andipper
Klamath in California. | enjoy guiding and instrurmg single and, if a fly fisher is interested, tiwand rod tech-
nigues.

| appreciated the time | spent collecting pictuoéshe area for my presentation. | will also be wivay and ex-
plaining an effective nymphing technique and howuitd a simple, but deadly, nymphing leader. I esid the
program by giving suggestions and showing how talgge and where to stay. | look forward to megtou all
and sharing the wonderful spots where | guide.

This is a program you don’t want to miss. See yhe@ meeting.... and remember to pursue youiighyirig
dreams!

Andy Frumento
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DATE PLACE SPEAKER TOPIC
1-11-12 Ballroom Kelly Galloup “Streamer Tactics for Trophy Trout”
2-8-12 Brian Slusser “Reno-Tahoe Fly Fishing”
3-14-12 Mike James & “Utah Magic”
Scott Peterson
4-11-12 Ernie Gulley “Crowley Lake”
5-9-12 Ballroom Larry Kurosaki “Stripers and Lar  ge Mouth in LA County”
6-13-12 Ballroom Chris Santella “50 Placesto Fly  Fish Before You Die”
7-11-12 Ballroom Brian O’Keefe & “Behind the Scen  es at Catch Magazine”
Todd Moen
8-8-12 Ballroom Chad Schiel “Fly Fishing For Ba  ss Top To Bottom”
9-12-12 Ballroom Auction
10-10-12 Rob Anderson “Pyramid Lake”
*11-7-12 Pavilion Tony Reinhardt “Fly Fishing Western Montana”
*12-5-12 Pavilion Christmas Program
*NOTE: November and December’s program is the 1 %' Wednesday of the month.

The remaining programs will be onthe 2 ™ Wednesday.

2012 Outings Plan
By Lyman Kennedy

Please refer to the website http://www.ffcoc.togmore detailed information on the outings

Date L ocation Streamkeeper Phone #

January 14 Laguna Niguel Lake Lyman Kennedy JA%9412
February 11 Surf Outing Jim Edwards 714 389%
February 18 West Fork San Gabriel Melinda Burns 951 451-9920
March 17-21 San Juan River Lyman Kennedy 74P 2
March 10-12 Pyramid Lake Jim Wright 714 6838
May 26-27 Tejon Lake Lyman Kennedy 714 92104
June 22-24 Fish Creek Jim Edwards 714 33B589
June 17 Tejon Lake Lyman Kennedy 714 921-9412
July 13-16 Hot Creek John Williams 909 535

August 31- Sept 5
Sept. 28- Oct 1
Sept. 15-22

Sept. 29-30

Oct. 19-20
November
December

Bighorn River Montana
Women's only Casting Clinic
Yellowstone DIY with Joe L.
Tejon Lake

President's Outing

Joe Libeu
Medirgurns

Joe Libeu

Lyman Kennedy
Doug Jones

310 749-6771
951 451-9920
310 749-6771
714 92129

BBA/B04
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Mark Corey Christine Remembered
Dec. 8, 1950-Dec. 21, 2011
By John Williams

e il ¢

Mark died of a pulmonary embolism while living in
Aspen Colorado; he was surrounded by family and
friends when he passed peacefully. Mark spent
many hours fishing the Roaring Fork and the Frying
Pan rivers so close to where he lived. He is well
known by many long time members of our club. Mark
acted as our programs chairman for over twenty
years and so began a friendship with noted speakers
from all over. He brought Lefty Kreh, Mike Lawson,
Jack Dennis, Doug Swisher, Dave Whitlock and
countless others to both entertain and educate our
membership. While on the board as he added a
good business sense to our board with a business
MBA. Mark didn’t just talk a good story, he got in-
volved. Mark was named a life member of the
FFCOC in appreciation of his long time help on the
board of directors but also his giving our club a repu-
tation for having the best speakers program bar
none. The Fly Fishers will be making a donation in
his name to the wounded warriors program he sup-
ported generously. | will always remember a fun lov-
ing happy to be around friend who loved fly fishing
and tried his best to promote the sport and protect it.
After Mark moved to Colorado we stayed in touch
through e-mail and the last one | received was a pic-
ture of Mark holding a very large rainbow he had
caught, | responded nice fish, who caught it? | never
heard a response but | know he was very proud of
his catch.

On A funnier note; Mark was stopped while driving in
Utah by an officer with several of us in a van for
speeding, Mark explained he was sorry and it would-
n’t happen again. The officer saw we were headed
on a fishing trip and asked where we were headed
and Mark said to the Green River, The officer re-
minded Mark to keep it under the speed limit and

(Continued on page 5)

Flies That Keep On Giving
By John Williams

Our March Speaker 2012 will be Mike James & Scott

Peterson Guides from Southern Utah, Their program is
called Utah Magic, | feel this way about Southern Utah. Mike is
the owner of The Quiet Fly Fisher located in Loa. | have had
the pleasure to fish many times with Mike and once with Scott,
all have been rewarding and educational.

On my last trip to the area Mike was ill and he substi-
tuted Scott who
more than filled
the bill with some
nice sized fish
from a trophy
pond and a trip
to a small stream
that produced
some very nice
fish. The most
effective fly in my
arsenal was this damsel fly nymph, not much work to
tie but very effective with several small twitches as
the large fish approached | was rewarded.

Olive Damsel Nymph
Hook: 2220 Daiichi size #14
Thread: UTC 70 Black
Eyes: Bead Chain Black
Rib: Fine Gold Wire
Tail & Abdomen: Olive Blood Marabou
Thorax Back: Pheasant Tail Fibers
Legs: Wood duck Fibers
Thorax Under: Peacock Fibers
Start your thread two eye spaces behind the eye! Tie
in the chain eyes at that point and figure eight over
and under the eyes to secure them well, a small
touch of super glue to the thread wraps will secure
them for good. Run your thread to the bend and as
you do tie in the gold wire rib. Select a small clump
of Olive Marabou and tie them in at the bend leaving
the look shank length extending as the tail. Run your
thread forward to the 2/3 forward position. Holding
the butt ends of the marabou wrap them forward to
the 2/3 forward position and tie off. Counter wrap the
gold wire forward to the 2/3 point both securing and
forming ribs. Tie in a small bunch of pheasant tail fi-
bers by the butts and let the tips extend to the rear.
Tie in three peacock fibers and wrap a thorax to the
eyes. Tie in six wood duck fibers as legs and let
them extend to just beyond the bend of the hook.
Fold the pheasant tail fibers forward over the eyes
and secure with several wraps of thread and whip
finish. Add a small drop of super glue to the thread

and head to Southern Utah for a great time. Mike
James, the Quiet Fly Fisher 435-616-2319 http://
guietflyfisher.com/index.htm
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It's Castin’ Time Aga?n!

On Saturday, April 7" the annual FFCOC Casting Clinic will be held at Shelter 1 in Mile Square Park. Last
year’s clinic was the first with morning and afternoon sessions for a total of 68 participants and more than
25 Club members volunteered to make the event possible. The Farmer’'s Almanac says the weather will be
warm and sunny again so it will be another great opportunity to contribute to fulfilling the Club’s Mission
Statement.

The Clinic will start at 8:00 AM and the plan is to run a morning session and then have a barbeque for all
guests and volunteers. Depending on response to notices about the Clinic, there may be an afternoon ses-
sion but volunteers can choose their hours to work. We need volunteers to set-up the site, register casters,
demonstrate at knot- and fly-tying tables, help set up and take down rods/reels, cook, take pictures, in-
struct, and generally help out as needed. There will be a train-the-trainer class for instructors before the
Clinic in March with date to be determined.

If you're interested in helping out in any capacity please email EECOC.casting@gmail.com _ at Van Lloyd
or call 949-307-6873. We'll need and use all the help we can get!

LAGUNA NIGUEL OUTING REPORT

Learning to set up stillwater fishinggignd learning to detect strikes were some ofklitis fearned by the new-
comers to stillwater flyfishing at Laguna NiguelKesathis past weekend. All of the participants cddgh but staying
attentive and being ready to respond to those cgubkie takes was very difficult. Many opporturstigere missed as
people engaged in conversations or watched otlaéchking fish only to notice too late that theiricators were under
the water. The fish that were caught were verythg&-3 pound rainbow trout, some of which werepacrobatic in
their efforts to rid themselves of those annoyinghs . We had a good club turnout and had lofaroflthough the
weather was a little chilly early in the morningesially for those of us sitting low in the wateraur float tubes. Lo-
cal outings such as this one are a really good ypity for club members to learn new fly fishingjls and to become
acquainted with other club members. | encouragefalr new members to get involved in our outiegpecially the
local ones. Lyman Kennedy, streamkeeper.

Membership Welcomes

Please join me in welcoming our newest memberBdalub. Make sure to look out for them at our maget-
ing and introduce yourself to them to welcome theto our fly fishing family.

The Real Family: Jacob, Elia, Lucas and Mia
Membership Renewal Time of the year!

If you have not renewed, please renew soon.
(Continued from page 4 Mark Christine Remembered)

have a good time. On the return trip mark was again speeding in the same town and was pulled over by the
same officer for the second time in the same day. | was sure this time was going to throw the book at him;
instead he let him off after mark dazzled him with some verbal eloquence and told of a great day fishing the
Green River. He was a wonderful talker who loved people almost as much as fishing.

The fish are much bigger and more plentiful where you're at Mark, I'm sure....Tight Lines Old Friend.
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PYRAMID LAKE OUTING
MARCH 10™, 1'% & 12™, 2012

In what has become an annual event, this year's Pyramid Lake outing will be Sunday-Monday, March 11"
& 12" Saturday the 10th optional (see below). After consulting with Rob Anderson from the Reno Fly
Shop (now closed) we decided to make it a Sunday-Monday outing in an attempt to miss the bulk of the
weekend crowd which usually clears out by Sunday afternoon.

You make your own travel arrangements to Reno, fly or drive. It is best to arrive by Saturday (Friday if
fishing on Saturday) to check in with our guide/host Rob Anderson (775-742-1754) AND myself Jim
Wright (714-679-6638). | will be staying at the Silver Legacy Resort in downtown Reno. Others have
stayed the Atlantis Casino (800-723-6500). Rob will be providing breakfast and lunch on Sunday and
Monday, as well as step ladders to fish from. Cost of the trip is $160 per person for both days of fishing. If
you would like to join Rob and myself for a half day of guided fishing on Saturday the cost is a $50 dona-
tion paid directly to the Club through me. I will e-mail a list of all attendees so you can communicate as to

carpools, car rentals and lodging. E-mail me (jrwrightl @earthlink.net) with any questions or to sign up. |

will also have a sign-up sheet ant the Meetings in December, January, and February.

e —==

Save Tne Oale: Solurday. Marcn 170 OSF FOUR CLUB OUTING
LEbhiE BEACH CASTING CLUA Suim s 4am Double Haul

Ball SAN DIEGO BAY

ThE Double Haul Ball March 17th saiurday, January 28th, there is a four club

. (9am-4pm) | 4 iing scheduled and being hosted by San
——== This is a free Diego Fly Fishing Club. The plan is to meet
event for any- | early Saturday morning around 6 a.m. at Tide-
one with the lands Park and fish in the immediate area, un-
- faintest inkling | der the Coronado Bridge. As | indicated in
for the salt previous outings reports, the bay can be

breeze. There | fished with float tubes, pontoon boats, kayaks
will be certified | or skiffs. If you want to fish the bay and have
FFF caster on | none of those, you can rent a skiff at nearby
hand to help allf Glorietta Bay at a reasonable price. You can
casters. Also use your trout gear as all you need is a 6
there will be weight rod and reel. You will need a sinking
seminars from | line, and the best line is a 250 grain shooting
fishing to pho- | head line. Throw in some salt water flies and
tography/ you are ready to go. If you are interested in go-
cinama. Contact ing please contact me for more information at :
Shane 949-633- lkennedyjr@earthlink.net or 714 742-5865.
6973 Lyman Kennedy Page 6
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FFCOC Mentor Outing 2012

Streamkeepers: Melinda and John Burns
Date: Saturday, February 18", 2012
Time: 8am — 4pm
Location: West Fork San Gabriel River
(Directions will be provided)
Bring: Fishing Tackle and clothing apparel appropriate for the weather at that time.

Loaner equipment is available; please let me know if you need some.
(I will email a list of recommend equipment to those who sign up)

Lunch: Barbeque hamburgers, potato salad, chips, fruit, cookies and drinks will be provided. If this does not fit
your dietary needs, please bring your own lunch.

Outing Info:

The Mentoring Outing is a great way for new members to learn the basics of fly fishing as well as to get to know other club mem-

bers. In this outing we pair up seasoned Fly Fisherman with the newer Fly Fisherman to fish the West Fork of the San Gabriel

River. We will also have three guests from the West Fork San Gabriel River Conservancy to put on a few workshops on entomol-

ogy, flies and equipment all geared towards fishing the San Gabriel Rivers. These gentlemen know these rivers intimately and

have fished this particular river for most of their lives.

Here is the plan; we will meet at the West Fork Parking lot at 8am. This is the parking lot just past the West Fork Bridge. We will

then carpool down the service road to Glen Camp (7 miles). You will need an Adventure pass if you will be leaving your car there.

We cannot take all the cars. Please remember, once you are with us the only way you can leave early is to hike back the 7 miles.

We will break into small groups for the workshops. After the workshops, you will be sent off with your Mentor to fish for about an

hour and a half, then lunch and fishing after.

This is the tentative timeline:

8am Meet at the West Fork Parking lot to setup carpools

8:30 am Depart West Fork Parking lot to Glen Camp (We will depart sharply at 8:30 am so if you are late, you will have to
hike in to meet us.)

9am —1lam  Workshops

1lam - 12:30 Fishing

12:30-1:30  Lunch and bragging rights

1:30 - 4:00 Fishing

4:00 Depart Glen Camp

If you have any additional questions please contact us at 951-734-6005 or mell1755@pacbell.net

SURF OUTING- FEB 11, HUNTINGTON BEACH

Meet up at the south end of parking lot at Huntington State Beach at 2:00pm, enter at Magnolia and pro-
ceed to the southern most parking lot (the cement lot closest to the Santa Ana River), bring waders, strip-
ping basket, rod in the 7-9 wt range with sinking line 9 or 300g(shooting taper or intergrated line). Flies
such as Croaker Candy, small clousers, rubber legged Foxee red clouser and Crazy Charlie type flies.
Leaders should be within 5-8 pound tippet range. And if it's raining, don’t bother! The fish may like to be
wet, but | don’t...Any questions call Jim Edwards at 714 337 5899 or email immywt1957 @yahoo.com

— e
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CONSERVATION FRONT AND FFF NEWS

(This is not an endorsement, but just getting the notice out to the club members on behalf of the conservation
and FFF events happening within our state affecting our fisheries. )

Mark your Calendar Fly Fishing Shows & Events !

Event Day Date: Location:

Bass Pro Shop Sat — Sun Feb 25 -26, 2012 Bass Pro Shop — Rancho Cucamonga (www.basspro.com)

Pasadena Fly Show Sat — Sun Mar 3 -4, 2012 Pasadena Convention Center (www.flyfishingshow.com)
One Surf Fly Double Haul Ball - Sat. Mar 17th 2012 Long Beach Casting Club (www.onesurffly.com)

Fred Hall Show LB Wed — Sun Mar 7 -11, 2012 Long Beach Convention Center (http://fredhall.com)

Fred Hall Show DM Wed — Sun Mar 22-25, 2012 Del Mar Fair Grounds (http://fredhall.com)

One Surf Fly Beach Classic Dockweiler - Sat April 21st 2012 Dockweiler State Beach (www.onesurffly.com)
Fly Fishing Fair Thurs — Sun Sept. 13-16, 2012 Mammoth Lakes

Fishing Shows Volunteers

The SWCFFF will be asking our club to donate man power to help man the booths at the 5 events being held
this year. If you would like to help and volunteer your time, please contact myself Melinda Burns or Rich Fan-
ning. More info on these events Will be posted in the newsletter as the events get closer. We will also have
sign up sheets

ihelUitimateOuidoogEXpEHIENEE

Sh w Long Beach = San Diego
O

WEC Update

Upcoming Patrols:
All patrols start at 9 am unless otherwise noted. Meet at San Gabriel Ed Center just past OHV.
Jan 23

Feb 12
Feb 26
Mar 11 * 12pm Start Time
Mar 26
General Membership Meeting

3/11 @ 10am
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Kids Aeadtmy

Like many of you, | grew up on the San Gabriel River West Fork. On weekends my father would take the entire
family to fish and picnic along the river. Over the decades I've seen the changes Mother Nature carved out in the can-
yon. Inthe 60’s, floods ripped nearly every tree from their footings along the river’s edge to massive landslides
where hundreds of millions of tons of rock slipped from the side of the mountain (right where the West Fork flows
under the West Fork Bridge). In both cases the visual picture left in my mind was the aftermath of a nuclear blast.
With time, Mother Nature and the National Forest Service have healed the canyon. The rockslide was removed, a
new bridge was built and the trees grew back.

Today the first mile of river faces a whole new set of challenges that neither Mother Nature nor the National For-
est Service can succeed at alone. Every weekend the river is over taxed with too many people, hundreds of pounds of
trash left behind and graffiti on anything that doesn’t move. We’ve all seen it and can remember when this stretch of
river was as Mother Nature had intended it to be.

s the Conservation Chairperson | was tasked with

entifying a long term project that could be sup-
> | ported by the Orange County Fly Fishers Club. | knew
1 -4 that it would have to address local waters and touch
e the hearts of everyone involved. Melinda and | went
_ through the Conservation Websites and found a
- a4 newly formed conservation group called West Fork
San Gabriel River Conservancy. In August 2011
: Melinda and | joined the Conservancy and quickly felt
B> the compassion and the commitment each member
il has for healing the river. Within four months Melinda
| and | were asked to become board members.
=@ Melinda accepted the position of Secretary and | am
the acting Vice President. Both of us have committed
to taking several Sunday’s out of each month for cleaning the river’s edges, removing dams created by the visitors,
patrolling the eight mile stretch of river, recording the health of the water through PH testing, documenting the wa-
ter temperature, identifying bug types, as well as working with the National Forest Service to build strong relation-
ships. As part of our education efforts we staff an information booth to answer question from angers that are new to
the canyon and we host a Kid’s Academy designed to introduce young children into the world of fly fishing.

We have all attended various classes and training sessions sponsored by the Forest Service. Recently we at-
tended a presentation titled “Leave No Trace”. The training was designed to help us interact with the visitors in a
non-threating way while educating them on the importance of depositing their trash in the bear proof trash cans.
This month the Conservancy was approved to begin graffiti removal along Hwy 39 including the West Fork.

As with any non-profit organization funding is always at the top of our discussions. The Fly Fishers Club of Orange
County board has agreed to contribute funds in support of the West Fork San Gabriel River Conservancy. | have also received
contributions from Club Members who support our efforts but are not able physically able to get involved.

It is Melinda’s and my hope that our involvement in the West Fork San Gabriel River Conservancy representing the Fly Fish-
ers Club of Orange County will make a difference. If you want to know more about the Conservancy please visit the website at:
http://www.westforksgrc.org

John Burns
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Fly Fishers Club of Orange County

ThePURPOSE of the Fly Fishers Club of Orange
County is to:
* Encourage angling with artificial flies (fly fishy)

* Encourage education and fisheries conservation
including habitat and watershed conservation

* Disseminate to the public the results of the Club

S

To ACHIEVE this the Club conducts various meetings,
events and outings as documented in this newsletter

MEMBERSHIP is open to all. If interested, contact one
of the board members or come to one of the meetings

Meeting Locations:

Cross Roads Church of Irvine/

efforts Phoenix Club:
* Encourage youth to follow sound conservation | 1340 S. Sanderson 2472 Walnut Avenue
practices Anaheim, CA Tustin, CA
Board of Directors: Programs

Richard Fanning

President
Doug Jones Treasurer
president@ffcoc.org

Secretary
:I.S V|Ce Pl’eSIdent A|an Ross

Melinda Burns
951-734-6005
1stvpresident@ffcoc.org

secretary@ffcoc.org

Outings
Lyman Kennedy

2nd Vice President
John Williams

Shane Chung
newsletter@ffcoc.org

SSV1O 1SdlId

Past President/ FFF Liaison

Newsdletter and Website

Conservation
John Burns

Historian
Marvin Crocker

Raffle Coordinator
Charlene Hanson

Trout in the Classroom
James Wright

M ember ship
Dennis Higginson
membership@ffcoc.org

Andy Frumento

Casting
Van Lloyd

Fly Tying
Cheryl Moore

Member at Large
Jim Edwards

Member at Large
Gary Jaaks
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