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Sight Fishing Secrets for Catching Trout
with Landon Mayer

Isn’t it great when we can see where fish are and then em-
ploy the correct strategies to catch them? Isn’t it great when we
learn how to effectively sight fish for trout? Isn’t it great that we
have Landon Mayer to help us all polish and perfect our sight fish-
ing skills? And this is a lot more than just being able to see rises on
the surface of streams, rivers and lakes – this is sight fishing for
trout that are also under the surface and in places that most fly fish-
ers pass by and never even look for, let alone see. So get ready to
improve your sight fishing techniques.

Landon will be showing us the tactics for spotting, casting to
and catching resident and migrating trout in freestone streams, tail-
waters and stillwaters using dry flies, nymphs and streamers. And



Page 2

Presidents Message
Greetings FFCOC Members;

Well our membership keeps growing, so now we need to work on keeping them coming and bringing in
even more members to our club. We have a slew of programs/events to offer you as the member however,
our outings chair is concerned that we have several outings that have had to be cancelled due to lack of
interest.  So we need your help. Please let us know as a new or existing member what type of outings you
would like to see on the calendar.  Your input in critical to us, as it assists us in putting together an Outings
program that everyone can enjoy. So send you requests in. You can send them to me
(mel11755@pacbell.net) or to Lyman Kennedy (lkennedyjr@earthlink.net).

This month’s speaker will be Landon Mayer who will be speaking on “Sight Fishing Secrets for
Catching Trout”.  Wow, that was a mouth full but I bet if will be very informational for those of us who fish
or dream of fishing the Colorado Waters. Last time he was here in March of 2011, He spoke to us on “Sight
Fishing for Trout”. He has a phenomenal book that teaches you how to sight fish as well. So I know his
presentation will be fabulous. You won’t want to miss it.
Some of our upcoming outings are

 7/18-12 the Golden Trout Pack,
 7/12-15  our yearly Hot Creek Outing,
 8/10  for those of you interested in saltwater surf fishing – San Diego Bay with Lyman Kennedy
 And of course for the women in our club, 8/9-12 the Women’s Outing in Mammoth. I look forward to
working with some of our newest female members and get them on a fish.

Two last reminders and BIG requests.  I am still looking for volunteers for the SWCFFF Fly Fishing
Faire. Remember if you volunteer, the club pays for your stay but you must volunteer for two shifts.  There
will be lots of classes and fishing you can do on your off time. Secondly, I am still looking for those of you
who would like to represent our club at the annual SWCFFF Intra-club Tournament Fundraiser at the Kern
River in November.

So thank all of you who completed my survey last month. I received some very interesting re-
sults.  Out of 48 responses we had 29 people who have been married for over 25 years. WOW.. That is
great. I want to give a shout out to the following fisherman for either doubling that number or coming close
to doubling it.
Ron Raygoza just celebrated 38 years.
Mike Neesley has been married for I think it said 54 years. Although it could have been 57 years…
Dick Banister one of our newer members has been married for 51 year.
Mike Duckworth one of our past presidents has been married for 45 years.
Ronny Van Horne has been married for 49 years.
Honey Burns and I are celebrating our 34th year in August.
(You might want to remember these dates. Hint hint )
Oh one last thing.  Online registration for the SWCFFF Fly Fishing Faire is now open. Click here (http://
southwestcouncilfff.org/faire-registration) to see what is available and sign up now..
Let’s go fishin’ ~Melinda C. Burns

2013 Club Super Auction2013 Club Super Auction
When:When: September 11, 2013September 11, 2013
Time: Starts:Time: Starts: 6p.m.6p.m.
What to bring: You and a friend would be great with cash,   check or credit card.What to bring: You and a friend would be great with cash,   check or credit card.

If you haven’t made your donation to the club please remember; it doesn’t work if you don’t partici-If you haven’t made your donation to the club please remember; it doesn’t work if you don’t partici-
pate for the good of all of us.pate for the good of all of us.



2013 OUTINGS PLAN
By Lyman Kennedy

Date Location Streamkeeper Phone # Email

April 6 Lago Fig Lyman Kennedy 714 742-5865 lkennedyjr@earthlink.net

April 13-15 Pyramid Lake Jim Wright 714 679-6638 jrwright1@aol.com

April 27-28 Mammoth Lakes Lyman Kennedy 714 742-5865 lkennedyjr@earthlink.net
April 27 One Surf Fly H.B. Shane Chung 949 633-6973 sschung@hotmail.com

May 18-19 Kelsey Bass Ranch Richard Fanning 714 671-1370 rkfanning@aol.com

June 29-30 Fish Creek Jim Edwards 714 337-5899 jimmywt1957@yahoo.com

June 22-29 Montana Richard Fanning 714 671-1370 rkfanning@aol.com

July 8-12 Golden Trout Pack Trip John Williams 951 236-0862 troutbum2@earthlink.net

July 12-15 Hot Creek John Williams 951 236-0862 troutbum2@earthlink.net

August 10 San Diego Bay Lyman Kennedy 714 921-9412 lkennedyjr@earthlink.net

August 9-12 Women's only Mammoth Melinda Burns 951 415-9920 mel11755@pacbell.net

Sept. 19-22 Fly Fishing Faire-Mammoth Melinda Burns 951 415-9920 mel11755@pacbell.net

Sept. 16-20 Southern Utah John Williams 951 236-0862 troutbum2@earthlink.net

Sept. 23-27 Southern Utah John Williams 951 236-0862 troutbum2@earthlink.net

October 19-20 President's Outing Melinda Burns 951 415-9920 mel11755@pacbell.net

October 5th Tejon Ranch Lyman Kennedy 714 921-9412 lkennedyjr@earthlink.net

November 4-8 Trinity River Audrey Williams 714 264-6361 Audrey@wrem.com

December

SPEAKER’S LIST – 2013
By Andy Frumento

DATE PLACE SPEAKER TOPIC
1-9-13 Ballroom Chris Eaton “The Meandering Madison”
2-13-13 Pavilion Pat Dorsey “Fly Fishing Western Tailwaters”
3-13-13 Pavilion Kevin Peterson “Hot Creek”
4-10-13 Pavilion Gary Bulla “Fly Fishing The Edge – Baja”
5-8-13 Pavilion Andrew Harris “The Trinity River”
6-12-13 JT Schmid’s Brewhouse Greg Vinci  “Fly Fishing Up Hwy 395”
7-10-13 Pavilion Landon Mayer “Sight Fishing Secrets for Catching Fish”
8-14-13 Pavilion Jeff Solis “San Diego & Mission Bay”
9-11-13 Pavilion Auction

10-9-13 Pavilion Jeff Currier “Four Seasons of the Yellowstone –
  Trout Bum”

11-13-13 Pavilion Alberto Salvini & “Fly Fishing The World”
Marica Ciccoria

12-4-13 Pavilion Christmas Program
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Flies That Keep On Giving
By John Williams

Greg Cooke ties a nice one in olive, Carl Bird would
be proud.  A great You-Tube video of this fly being
tied Andy Burke here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFFm2lEvj9Y

The Birds Nest
Hook: #16 1x long  can be tied #8-#20
Optional:Lead wire wraps
Thread: Olive 8X or 70
Rib: Fine copper wire
Tail: Light olive mallard flank feather
Dubbing: Olive Opossum
Legs: Light olive mallard flank feather

If you want a lead weighted fly add it first about 12
wraps will do. Start your thread at the eye and run it
to the bend. Tie in 8 to 10 olive mallard flank feath-
ers barbules ½ the shank length extending to the
rear of the hook, this can easily be done by clipping
the center tip of the mallard flank feather. Tie in the
copper wire for the rib. Dub the hook forward ti the
2/3 point.  Rib the abdomen and tie off in front of the
2/3 point. To create the legs take the mallard flank
feather you just cut the tip out if and remove any
webby material from both sides and lay the feather
first side toward you and hold with your thumb the
other side with the index finger and start your thread
wrap this will distribute the feather evenly around
the hook, the legs should extend to ½ way down the
tail. Dub the head leaving it very buggy looking with
loose fibers all round, Pick out fibers with Velcro or
wire brush. Whip finish and head cement.
A great western fly for just about anywhere.
Tight Lines, John
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NEW OUTING-TEJON RANCH
Saturday, October 5

After being closed to the public for one and a half
years, Tejon Ranch is now allowing clubs to have ac-
cess to their lakes for fishing. I have reserved the little
lake on Tejon Ranch on Saturday, October 5th for an
outing for largemouth bass and blue gill fishing. We
will be allowed to camp on the lake the night before
(Friday) and fish all day Saturday. The cost is $100
rod fee plus another $18 for liability insurance for the
ranch. The club has had many prior outings there with
good success. If you are interested you can sign up
at the next club meeting or contact Lyman Kennedy,
stream keeper at lkennedyjr@earthlink.net or 714
742-5865.

Fish Creek Outing
By Jim Edwards

Even with the heat, fifteen brave souls ventured to the Fish
Creek outing in the Southern Sierras to camp and fish for
the ever elusive Golden Trouts. After arriving on Friday
and (lazily) setting up camp, new member Andy Gottlieb,
Scot and myself went to Rattlesnake Meadows to check it
out and break in my new 4 weight bamboo. The water was
low- as in August/September low-but the golden's were
still there and willing to take a dry fly. They were very
spooky in the low water, stealth was the key. Coming back
out, we were glad Scot had 4WD on his truck! Friday eve-
ning, plans were made for Saturday around the artificial
camp fire. Fire restrictions were in place, so Scot wisely
ordered a propane fire pit which was A-OK with the rang-
ers. It wasn't quite the same (we couldn't burn our trash)
but it worked great! Thanks, Scot! Saturday morning Brian,
Van, Eric and Andy hiked into Casa Vieja Meadows
(despite the heat), and then a little further...like another
mile and 1500' elevation loss, and what goes down, must
come up (hiking rule #3). Most of us went to Rattlesnake
Meadows (many were seen),

Scott shuttled us in with his 4WD down to the
meadows and we fished until about noon when the heat
drove us off. Did I mention the deer flies? Fortunately,
there were none back at camp. No mosquitoes, either. John
O'Flynn stayed til about 4:00, we were getting worried that
he got bit by a snake when he showed back up at camp to
inform us that "I lost count at 60 about three hours ago..."
Congratulations, John, you had the hot stick! Brian, Van,
Eric and Andy dragged back into camp seeking liquid re-
freshment and a bit of shade. Sam showed no sympathy for
their various aches and pains. Dinner Saturday evening was
spaghetti and sausage, no bread (oops) and parmesans

(Continued on page 7 Fish Creek Outing)
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Women Only Outing 2013 of the “Fly Fishers Club of Orange County”

Are you a new Fly Fisherwoman? Do you want to improve you skills?
Would you like to mentor a new Fly Fisherwoman? Do you want to just fish with other Women?

If you answered yes to any one of these questions, then join us as we spend 4 days and 3 nights in the
Mammoth. We will be fishing the Alpine Waters of the High Sierra in the mornings and Hot Creek or
the Owens River for later afternoon fishing.  We will be renting a condo in the Mammoth area that has
3 bedrooms and a loft , full kitchen and 3 bathrooms. This will accommodate 8 people comfortably and
we will split the cost amongst those who sign up.  Approximate cost will be as low as $20 a night per
person for lodging. Food and Transportation will be additional cost. However, we will setup carpools
for those who do not want to drive and we will take turns cooking.  In the evenings we will work on fly
tying and entomology for the newbies or talking about how to read the waters and what rigging you
can use. Or just sipping a glass of wine whilst watching some fly fishing movies.  Stream Keeper:
Melinda Burns 951-415-9920 or email at mel11755@pacbell.net

(Continued on page 9 By Laws)

FFCOC By-Laws Update
The FFCOC Board of Directors have been working to update the Club’s by-laws.  The by-laws were last updated eleven
years ago in April 2002.  The main revisions to the by-laws being recommended by the Board are:

1. Specifying the use of electronic communications and voting whenever possible while allowing members to con-
tinue to receive hard copy materials and to vote by mail if they choose.

2. Making the by-laws gender neutral.
3. Raising the minimum age for club members to eighteen for insurance and liability  reasons.  The current age

limit for Regular Members is “the age limit for legal California fishing license”.  This change eliminates the cate-
gory of Junior Members.  However, children of family members would continue to be Associate Members as
specified in the by-laws.

4. Specifying that the Annual Meeting of the general membership is normally held in January or February.

As stated in ARTICLE XIII, AMENDMENTS, Section 2 of the by-laws, the Board of Directors can amend the by-laws by
majority at regularly scheduled board meeting.  However when the by-laws were amended in 2002, the following pro-
vision was included in ARTICLE XIII, AMENDMENTS, Section 2:



To Net or Not to Net
By Greg Madrigal of Sierra Nets

I’ll start by saying that there are some fly fisher-
men who scoff at the notion of carrying a net, and
rightly so in some specific cases.  There are also many
great reasons to carry a net.   We’ll explore the pros
and cons of this oftentimes misunderstood accessory.
We’ll also cover some dos and don’ts of netting fish.

Cons To Using A Net
Let’s begin with when you shouldn’t use a net.

(Enter cricket sounds.)  All joking aside, I have a fly
fishing buddy who swears by not using a net.  His tech-
nique is to gently cradle the fish with one hand against
his leg.  Being that he only ever uses barbless flies, re-
moving the hook is a snap, and the fish is quickly on its
way.  This keeps the fish in the water, ideally with his mouth pointed into the flow, and puts little stress on
him.  A quick lift provides a good photo opportunity, albeit a risky one if the fish decides to buck.  As you
can imagine, it’s easier to get around without having a net slowing you down.  They can fall off, drift away,
or get snagged at inopportune moments (This is why you always should have it tethered to your person)
and have you backtracking or paddling to recover it.  I have done this and learned my lesson!  A good net

will cost you a few dollars that you could potentially
spend on other things.

Pros To Using A Net
A net that is the right size, length, and mate-

rial, can be a blessing when you most need it.  Car-
rying a net is really about being prepared for the big
one.  Take last year for instance.   My friend and I
were on a Sierra Creek that was full of fat 15+ rain-
bows.   Our guide had large long-handled net that I
made specifically for him and this type of fishing, so I
chose to travel light and leave mine in the car.  Turns
out, he went home early and I ended up hooking a
23” cutthroat.  The only net we had was a smaller
version that my buddy was carrying downstream.
The fish really didn’t fit in this small net, but we were

able to get his head in the net, and safely remove the hook .  Then, we clicked off a few photos, and re-
leased him safely.  I doubt I would have gotten the shot if I hadn’t had a net, as he was barely hooked on
the flesh of the lip. A net allows you to revive the fish in the water without undue pressure caused by hold-
ing the fish.  This may also end up with him getting swept away in the current, or swimming away while
still out of it and turning belly up moments later. Here is the most important reason though, in my opinion,
to carry a net.  If one uses no net, it is likely that he will have to play out the fish longer inorder to get a
solid grip on him.   This is bad for the fish!  During a fight, lactic acid builds up in the fish’s muscles.  A
lengthy fight can kill a trout long after the supposed successful release.  This phenomenon is exacerbated
by warm water and larger fish which tend to build up lactic acid faster, and release it slower.  Next, it is
likely that the fish will buck as soon as you touch it, and trout are notoriously difficult to hold.  Many an-
glers, at this point, may even have the leader in their other hand.   By doing this, you have removed the
spring (your rod) from the  line, and it is likely the fish will break the tippet.  He then swims away with your
fly and possibly some tippet  in its mouth, and you haven’t got a photo to even prove you caught it.  There
is nothing very good about this scenario.

Page 6(Continued on page 9 Nets)



(Continued from page 1 Landon Mayer)

(Continued from page 4 Fish Creek Outing)
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we will be seeing examples of this from many diverse places, including Montana, Colorado, the Great
Lakes and Alaska.

There is no one better to teach us these skills than Landon Mayer.
Landon was born and raised in Colorado Springs where he began his fly fishing career in the 6th
grade when his middle school offered fly casting lessons. Throughout his teens, Landon’s love of the
sport grew when he spent all his free time in local fly shops and watching VHS tapes by Gary Borger
and Doug Swisher until the tapes actually wore out!

After graduating high school, Landon pursued a career as a full time guide in Colorado, learn-
ing from great Colorado anglers such as Ed Engle, Pat Dorsey and fly tyer John Barr. At the same
time, Landon began publishing articles in magazines High Country Angler, American Angler, Fly Rod
& Reel, and Fly Fisherman.

Passion and love for the sport are what motivates Landon and drives him to continually learn
more and perfect his fly fishing skills. His success has also been fueled by an addiction to pursue large
trout with small flies and lightweight fly fishing equipment. His travels take him to Mexico, Alaska,
Belize, and all around the United States where he constantly develops new and successful tactics.

In 2007, Landon’s first book, How to Catch the Biggest Trout of Your Life, was published by
Wild River Press, followed by his DVD Landing the Trout of Your Life. With his own guide service
going full tilt, Landon went on to share even more techniques and secrets in his books Sight Fishing
for Trout (Stackpole Books 2010) and Colorado’s Best Fly Fishing (Stackpole/Headwater Books
2011), as well as the 2008 DVD Weapons of Bass Production.

Landon is an ambassador for Simms fly fishing apparel and an advisory team member of
Simms, Ross Reels, Scientific Anglers, Smith Optics, Fishpond luggage and accessories and Outcast
pontoon boats, float tubes and rafts.  Landon has also designed flies currently produced and distrib-
uted by Umpqua and is working on his fourth book, On the Water with Landon Mayer, that is sched-
uled for publication in 2014 from Headwater Books.

Together with his wife Michelle (who shares his passion for the sport) and their four children,
Landon continues to live near his home waters of the South Platte River in Colorado where he teaches
fly fishing through guiding, fly fishing classes and by giving presentations on his techniques through-
out the country. You can learn more about this great fly fisher by going to: landonmayer.com

Landon Mayer is a very good speaker and instructor- you do not want to miss this program!
See you there… and remember to pursue your fly fishing dreams.  ~ Andy Frumento

Membership Welcomes...
Kevin Carr, Crystal Solley, Craig and Kathy Weismann

Lets greet all of the new members at this Wednesday July 10th’s meeting with a warm

hello. Remember all new members will have a green circle sticker on the name badge.

cheese product in a shake top can (another oops, the real cheese was at home, along with a few other items), Ron Ray-
goza and Jeff Elsten brought dessert. Many ribald tales were told around the artificial fire, and merriment ensued until
the shockingly late hour of 10:00, although some hit the sack earlier. Scot turned out the fire, and it was so
quiet...makes you realize how much noise there is around us. Sunday morning we said our goodbyes (until next year),
some fished some more, some headed home, and Dick Banister headed north toward Lone Pine. Thank you all for at-
tending the outing, it was a good time. As John Gierach said,"Perhaps the measure of a fisherman shoudn't be how big
of a fish he can catch, but how small of a fish he can catch and still be satisfied, and without losing faith that there' a
bigger one in there."



Conservation Front and FFF News
(This is not an endorsement, but just getting the notice out to the club members on behalf of the conserva-
tion and FFF events happening within our state affecting our fisheries. )
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Bennett J. Mintz, VP Communications
Southwest Council International Federation of Fly Fishers
(818) 718 8566 / (818) 648-6168 mobile
bjmintz@socal.rr.com

MAMMOTH LAKES, Calif. – Club members have an early opportunity to register for the 2013 Fly Fishing
Faire, “but you have to hurry” as stated by your president Melinda B.

The Faire, sponsored by the Fly Fishing Club of Orange County and 22 other clubs in the Southwest Council,
will be Sept. 20-22 at Cerro Coso Community College, Mammoth Lake.

“It will be a cornucopia of all things fly-fishing in the heart of California’s fly-fishing world; an introduction to
all aspects of the sport including beginner and intermediate fly casting, fly tying demonstrations and both classroom
and on-the-water instruction,” announced Connie Bullock, Santa Clarita, Faire coordinator.

Fly Fishing Faire 2013 will feature programs, demonstrations and hands-on lessons by writer, photographer
and champion fly-caster Brian O’Keefe.

“Classes and seminars will be presented by the ‘best in the game’ including fly-casters, fly-tiers, Eastern Sierra
professional guides, entomologists and fisheries biologists,” said Bullock.

Program highlights include –
Switch it Up, a class on “switch” rods by Hutch Hutchison, the Orvis Co.;
Improving casting distance, O’Keefe;
Introduction to Spey Rod Casting, John Van Derhoof;
Presentation and Accuracy, Steve Osterman;
Tying Woven Body Flies, Cheryl Moore;
Tying the Muddler Minnow, Steven Fernandez;
Extended Body Flies by Naomi Okamoto;
Learning to casting with either arm, Marshall Bissett;
Flyfishing Hot Creek, Owens River, Lake Crowley, and Walker River Basin; and Wildlife photography.

Conservation fund-raising raffles and auctions will feature rods, reels, angling art and guided fishing trips.
Fly Fishing Faire admission is $15 adult or $20 per family; ages 16-years and younger are free.  Eastern Sierra

residents receive a $5 rebate.  A single admission is good all Faire days.  Select classes and seminars have additional
registration fees.

For on-line class and seminar schedules, class fees, hotel/motel and other lodging options, and advance regis-
tration, FFCOC club members should visit www.SWC-FFF.org/faire or phone (818) 200-1499.



Any amendment relating to membership voting by mail must be submitted to all members for their writ-
ten vote by mail, as prescribed in these By-Laws.

Because the amendments currently recommended by the board allow use of electronic voting in addition written
ballots, the board believes the above provision requires that the recommended changes be submitted to the full
membership for vote by written ballot.

Therefore, in the coming weeks, each Club member with voting rights will be receiving a ballot to vote on the ac-
ceptance or rejection of the amendments recommended by the Board of Directors.  You can view the by-laws are
recommended by the board by clicking this link.  Additional means of accessing the by-laws will be provided when
the ballot are provided to members with voting rights.

Please contact any member of the By-Laws Committee (John Williams, Doug Jones, Brian Mayer, Jim
Edwards) or FFCOC board member if you have any questions

Doug Jones

Things To Do
Carry a net that can handle 90% of the fish on a given body of waterwater.
Carry a “rubber” net that easily gives back your hooks, saving precious time preparing for your next

fish.  These types of bags also dry with a quick shake and won’t remain smelling like the quarry.
Do leave the fish in the water and facing the current while removing hooks and taking pictures.
Wet your net and hand before ever touching a fish.  This will preserve their slime coat, and therefore,

their  life.
Use barbless hooks or pinch down the barb.  You will find you don’t lose any more fish so long as you

keep a bend in the rod.  This will make it that much easier to remove the hook(s) form the fish and
the net without damaging either or your fly.

Always tether your net to your person.
Net the fish head-first
Carry a nice looking wooden net.  It makes for a much better photograph!

Things Not To Do
NEVER lay a trout on grass or especially dirt/ sand even while in a net.
Don’t carry a net without it being tethered to your person.
Don’t use imported nets.   They are ugly.  (I may be a bit biased on this one.)
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FIRST CLASS
Fly Fishers Club of Orange County

The PURPOSE of the Fly Fishers Club of Orange
County is to:

 Encourage angling with artificial flies (fly fishing)
 Encourage education and fisheries conservation,

including habitat and watershed conservation
 Disseminate to the public the results of the Club’s

efforts
 Encourage youth to follow sound conservation

practices

Board of Directors:

President
Melinda Burns
951-734-6005
president@ffcoc.org

1st Vice President
John Williams
1stvpresident@ffcoc.org

2nd Vice President
Shane Chung

Past President/ FFF Liaison
Doug Jones

Treasurer
Brian Mayer

Secretary
Alan Ross
secretary@ffcoc.org

Outings
Lyman Kennedy

Newsletter and Website
Shane Chung
newsletter@ffcoc.org

Conservation
John Burns

Historian
Marvin Crocker

Raffle Coordinator
Charlene Hanson

Trout in the Classroom
James Wright

Membership
membership@ffcoc.org

Programs
Andy Frumento

Casting
Van Lloyd

Fly Tying
Cheryl Moore

Member at Large
Jim Edwards

Member at Large
Greg Madrigal

To ACHIEVE this the Club conducts various meetings,
events and outings as documented in this newsletter.

MEMBERSHIP is open to all. If interested, contact one
of the board members or come to one of the meetings.

Meeting Locations:
Phoenix Club:
1340 S. Sanderson
Anaheim, CA

Cross Roads Church of Irvine/
Tustin:
2472 Walnut Avenue
Tustin, CA

Shane Chung
3592 Nutmeg St.
Irvine, CA 92606


